THE FOREIOH SERVICE
of the
UNITED STATES OF mmm\
Amorican Umbassy, Seoul,
July 25, 1953,

- Pollowing is a personal letter to President Rhes from the
Seerstary of ttate, ¥r. Dulles:

My dear President Rheo:

I have your message of July 24, I have read it to
President Hisenhower., %e are both surprised at your
statement that "before deciding on the position of my
Government it is of utmost i portance to have your answers
to two vital guestions which at present recain in an
uncertain status.,” Our surprise is two fold. We thought
you had decided and we thought you had the answers,

Pirst, in your letters of July 11, 1953, to Fresident
Fisenhower and to me, you gave explieit as.urances with
proition of your Government., Thus, in
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The "only qualificetion” to which you referred is
recogrized. Thus, we believed, and we were surely entitled
to believe, that the attitude of your Government toward a
truce was already declded,

Second, the position of our Govermment on your questions
was set forth in Aselstant Jecretary Robertson's Alde Memoire
of July 2, 1953. Upon his return to Washington, he discussed
Congressional coumittees, and you were advised under date of
dJuly 21, when I conmunicated with you through our imbassy
and when Mr, Robertson through the same channels wrote ,
you personally, 127
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iIf, in violation of the amistice, the Republic of Korss is sub-
amuwnw&.ywwcf»wuutwmm
mmummm Such an sttack wold nmot only be an
Republic of Korea, bLut an attack upon the United Hatlons

attack upon the

Command and United “tates forees within that Comuand.
hm‘:umuwmmwm,ui& Hobertson

explained to you at Jeoul and as was conlirmed in the twe July 21

tion would in our opinion have to adhere rather closely te¢ the draft
which was submitted to you on July 4 and which a8 you were then advised
had been discussed with Congressiouval leaders, This provides that

our action must be in accordance with our Constitutional processes, Of
course, the President would within 'is executive powers act instantly to
8id a friendly nation with whom we had a seeurity pact which was the
vietime of unprovoked aggression, Bub under our Comstitution enly Congress
can declare war, Ve believe that yowr country can feel confident that
the treaty we propose will deter aggression,

With reference to your inquiry regarding moral and material support
ofyour possible silitary effort which might follow a ecllapsc of the
Political conference, th 2 is not a matber where the President can give
any blanket commitment in advence, As pointed out in Jr, Hobertson's
letter of July 21, the Fresident does not wish to curtail the liberty of
action to take whatever steps may be indicated by the conditions then
-mu-;. But as Mr, Robertson alse said in his letter to you, the
United States coumitment te withdraw from the political conference under
mmmrmamur. Robertson's Alde Memolre of July 2

I promised you that, upon the signing of the arvistice, I would
ecome and talk with you to settle a common poliegy in relation
hmpumlwntormo. I eagerly look forward to sesing you again
and I have everv confidence that we shsll be able to arrive at an agreed
meinmecmnfwwlmw
unifiecation of pour country.

- I believe thst the many assurances of cooperati.on which have been
glven you and which go to the limit of our govermmentsl power should be
of the sincerity of our purpose and the sirength of our determination.
Never in all its history has the United States offered to any other
country as much as is offered to you.

During recant many weople and many co ntries have been
slandering you and tiat such promises as you have glven the
President and ms could not be depended upon, We have ilndignantly re-
jected these insinuations and have insisted that we had complete
confidence that you would adhere to the position whieh you commun!cated
to us. 4As I said in s public stotement day before yesterday, these are
tinmes when we must have confidence in owr frionds and when our friends
can have confidence in ue, My final plea 1s that you should share
this sentiment, You did not find us lacking in the past and you can, ,
I believe, trust us for the future, ! 128

From your goed mg_ John Foster Dulles O§49
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